Why sponsor Buildroot?

1 For along time, Buildroot has relied on the
dedication of a small group of volunteers,
who have to ensure reliability for countless
users.

2 This approach limits “long-term” releases
to only one year, while many organizations
need more extended support.

3 That's where we introduce the Buildroot
LTS Sponsoring initiative — coming from
a place where we understand the critical
need for extended support which is beyond
volunteering.

4 That's why we are calling all Buildroot
users and enthusiasts to come together
and join this initiative that's shaping the
future of Buildroot.

For practical reasons, the

handled by Mind, a division of Essensium nv. Mind has been
a long time contributor to Buildroot and one of Buildroot’s

maintainers works at Mind.

By having Mind handle all of the LTS Sponsoring, the
Buildroot community and the Buildroot Association avoid
having to handle the administration and bookkeeping, and

in particular VAT.
That said, the

priorities for feature development.

In practical terms, Mind manages all amounts invoiced for
LTS Sponsorship. These are converted in developer-days at
a fixed, fair market daily rate (subject to yearly indexation).
There is no additional cost for administration or any other

overhead.

Sponsors get a monthly report on the amount of money
spent that month and the remaining budget.

still review the plans
and priorities. They check that the money is spent properly,
they review the plans of the LTS developers, and they assign

Level up your experience with Buildroot Long-Term Support!

Regulations like the upcoming European Cyber Resilience Act (CRA) or the U.S. Cyber Trust Mark require
you to keep the software in your products up-to-date. You could do that maintenance by yourself, but
that requires a lot of engineering effort from you. It is much more efficient if everybody’s resources are
pooled to build a common foundation that everybody also benefits from.

Our goal?

* To provide three or more years of stable
support for your Buildroot deployments.
The success of this venture depends
on the generosity of sponsors like you,
willing to make a change and ensuring the
longevity of Buildroot’s reliability.

We approach the sponsoring like a
crowdfunding project. First, depending on
the amount you sponsor, you receive more
perks. These perks are personal and come
on top of the benefit that is shared with
everybody, i.e. that Buildroot is supported
for three years.

Second, you are only charged if we are
actually able to gather enough funds to do
the work.




Our sponsorship packages

We have three sponsoring packages ranging from 1,000 € - 8,000 € (excl. VAT).
All depending on which features you would like. Are you interested in more details? Explore our

sponsorship packages below!

( Funding level Bronze Silver Gold )
Mentioned as a sponsor 0 0 0
LTS status reports 0 0 0
Assign priority to packages to track 0 0 °
Direct contact to plaid LTS developers 0 0
Assign priority to new feature development 0

\_ Yearly contribution (excl. VAT) >1,000€ | >3500€ | >8,000¢€ )

The amounts above are minimum. If you want to sponsor a higher amount, please indicate the amount
you want to sponsor on the “sponsorship form”. In the first months after announcing the initiative,
sponsors will be gathered but invoices will not yet be sent. On August 31, 2024 we will asses the total
amount of funding collected. Only if this is sufficient to cover the minimum required effort to maintain
the LTS support, the initiative will continue and the invoices are issued. The min. total required is
estimated at 30,000 €.

Benefits
Mentioned as a sponsor

Anyone supporting Buildroot development financially can be publicly thanked for this on the Sponsors
section of the Buildroot website. This is organized according to the contribution level. Sponsors at the
Bronze level and higher can provide a logo that will be linked to the webpage of their choice.

Logos will be re-sized to a maximum of 75x150 for Bronze/Silver level sponsors and 150x300 for Gold
level sponsors. Other contributions (e.g. hosting Developer meetings and financial contributions to the
Buildroot Association) can also be counted towards Bronze-level sponsorship.

PS: If you don't want to be mentioned as a sponsor, simply indicate this in a subscription form!

LTS status reports

Every month a point release is made of the LTS branches. The sponsors receive a dedicated mail to
announce this release, with additional information about it:

1. Which packages have been updated or patched (this is part of the normal release notes).
2. A list of CVEs that have been fixed in the maintained packages with these updates and patches.
3. A list of maintained packages that have not been updated and CVEs affecting them.

“Maintained packages” are packages that have been selected for LTS maintenance - see below how they
are selected. The list of maintained packages will be publicly available.

The last point is of particular relevance. Sponsors can use this info to determine if the priorities (see
below) need to be re-evaluated.

In addition, all sponsors get a report on how much developer time could be funded with the total
sponsorship contribution, topics this time was spent on, and what the plans are for the coming period.

Assign priority to packages to track

It is not possible to maintain security updates for all packages. Buildroot has more than 2000 packages,
and most of them have nothing like a multi-year long-term stable release with security updates.
Therefore, it is necessary to prioritise which packages need to be maintained.



At Bronze and higher support levels, you have the right to submit a list of packages that you rely on
and thus should be prioritized. The priorities are based on the amount of money you sponsor. You can
distribute a number of points over all your packages equal to the amount in Euro that you sponsor per
year. We advise to distribute half of your budget evenly over all packages that you use (based on your
configs), and distribute the other half over about 10-20 packages that you consider security-critical for
your product(s). We can help you with the priority assignment if you're unsure.

All the points attributed by different sponsors are added together. All packages that received at least
one point are considered “maintained” - these are included in the monthly reports. For the maintained
packages, we evaluate how easy they are to maintain, based on upstream policies (e.g. does upstream
have an LTS branch?), complexity of the package, overall security risk, and other considerations. By
combining the weight from sponsors and the ease of maintenance, the Buildroot maintainers will divide
the maintained packages into three categories:

A.High priority: these packages should have no open CVEs in the monthly release. They are at least
build-tested for every release. We make sure that the Buildroot LTS releases (i.e. 20xx.02) contains
a version that is expected to have security support over the LTS lifetime,

B. Best effort: these packages are only updated if there is sufficient budget and time left to do it, i.e.
if all high-priority packages have been handled.

C.Low priority: these packages only get updated if updates are contributed externally (i.e. the LTS
maintainers will cherry-pick patches from the master branch).

In addition to the list of packages, you will also be asked to submit a list of CPU architecture and
toolchain configurations. This list is used to de-prioritize certain options. For example, if nobody is
interested in MIPS or GCC 4.9, then a problem affecting only that particular toolchain is not a priority to
resolve.

Your list of packages and toolchain configurations will be kept confidential. The Buildroot maintainers
themselves will only see the totals from all sponsors together, and the rest of the community and
sponsors will only see the final priorities!

Direct contact to paid LTS developers

If your funding level is at least Silver, you can submit your queries and requests about Buildroot LTS in
general and/or any security update in particular to us. In the spirit of transparency and collaboration, we
prefer if you submit those requests to the public mailing list, and at the same time you send a copy to
lts@buildroot.org to let us know that you want a reply from us.

Assign priority to new feature development

When more funding can be collected to cover the needs for sustained LTS support, the remainder will be
invested in new feature development for Buildroot.This is handled as follows:

» When the Buildroot maintainers determine that sufficient funding is available, a call for proposals
is made to all Buildroot sponsors, users and contributors.

* The Buildroot maintainers determine the cost of each proposal and ask all sponsors in which
proposal(s) they are most interested.

« If your funding level is Gold, you get an actual vote; the input of the others is only taken into
account as a tie-breaker.

Ref.: LTS-flyer v.1




Join our Buildroot Long Term Support (LTS) sponsorship initiative by filling in the form below.
Sponsorship package subscription form

Company nhame:

VAT number:

Address:

Contact information for authorized signer:

First Name: Last Name:
Email address:

Telephone (optional):

Contact information for invoices:

First Name: Last Name:
Email address:

Telephone (optional):

Contact information for technical responsible (who can provide the list of priorities etc.):
First Name: Last Name:

Email address:

Telephone (optional):

List of e-mail addresses to subscribe to release mails

Sponsoring level/amount

[&] Bronze

[] silver
[ ] Gold

[ ] Custom amount:

Subscription form sponsor agreement

D Do you want to appear on the sponsors page?

If applicable: URL to put on the sponsors page:
Please send us your logo in high res. to put on the sponsors page

Optional questions

In which products do you use Buildroot?




How are you using Buildroot?

How many developers do you have working with Buildroot?

How many different configurations do you have?

How long do you support your products?

If the button above doesn't work, please e-mail the filled in form to buildroot-lts@mind.be

For more info, check www.mind.be/buildroot-Its.


http://www.mind.be/buildroot-lts
mailto:buildroot-lts%40mind.be?subject=
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